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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 14-15, 18-20 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No 6,379,070 to Butchma ("Butchma") in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,209,917 to Welch ("Welch"). 

Regarding claim 1 , Butchma discloses a binder arrangement comprising: i) a pair 
of covers (combination of first spine panel 42 and first cover panel 41 , combination of 
second spine member 48 and second cover panel 53, respectively), pivotable about a 
single axis into an opposed orientation (see the configuration shown in fig. 4), each 
hingably carried a predetermined distance from a centerline of a spine (midpoint of 
central cover panel 46), each of said pair of covers constructed with a pivoting surface 
that pivots 90 degrees against each of said hinge (see fig. 4) and wherein said 
centerline is located at the midpoint between a first and second side edge (see 
reference supra); ii) a first set of binders (first binder mechanism 43) permanently fixed 
at a location parallel and adjacent to said spine (see fig. 4) and carried by one of the 
covers (see fig. 4); and iii) a second binder (second binder mechanism 50) carried by 
the other one of the covers (see fig. 4), wherein both of said first set of binders and said 
second set of binders is located closer to said centerline than to either of said first or 
second side edge (see fig. 4), wherein said pair of covers and spine are defined by a 
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board that includes a pair of spaced apart integrally formed hinges (see fig. 4), but fails 
to disclose each hinge being comprised of a plurality of pairs of scores. 

Welch teaches hinges being comprised of a plurality of pairs of scores formed in 
an interior surface of a board (see fig. 12), wherein each score comprises a slit formed 
in the interior surface of said board that does not extend completely through said board 
(see fig. 6), and wherein said scores of each hinge define a region of said board that is 
compressed to a thickness that is less than the surrounding thickness of said board 
(see fig. 6). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to include Welch board and hinges within the Buchma cover in order to 
form living hinges which function like a "joint" or "knuckle," as explicitly taught by Welch 
(see col. 3, lines 32-33). 

Regarding claim 2, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement of claim 1 wherein one of the binders is offset from the other one 
of the binders such that the binders do not overlie each other when the binder 
arrangement is disposed in a closed position with one of the covers generally 
overlying the other one of the covers (see fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 3, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement of claim 2 wherein one of said binders is offset relative to the 
other one of the binders such that one of said binders is spaced farther away 
from a centerline of said spine than the other one of said binders (see fig. 4). 
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Regarding claim 4, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement of claim 3, but fails to specifically disclose the offset being 
between one-quarter of an inch and three-quarters of an inch. However, it 
has been held that "where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in 
the prior art, it is not inventive to discover the optimum or workable ranges by 
routine experimentation" (In re Aller, 220 F.2d 454, 456, 105 USPQ 233, 235 
[CCPA 1955]). 

Regarding claim 5, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement of claim 4, but fails to disclose the offset being about one-half of 
an inch. However, it has been held that "where the general conditions of a 
claim are disclosed in the prior art, it is not inventive to discover the optimum 
or workable ranges by routine experimentation" (In re Aller, 220 F.2d 454, 
456, 105 USPQ 233, 235 [CCPA 1955]) 

Regarding claim 14, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement of claim 13 wherein said board is comprised of a fibrous material 
(see Welch col. 5, lines 44-46, providing that the board may be "fiberboard"). 

Regarding claim 15, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement of claim 14 wherein said board is comprised of kraftboard (see 
Welch col. 3, lines 11-13, providing that the board may be solid chipboard, 
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paperboard, or corrugated board; note that "kraftboard" is a form of 
"paperboard"). 

Regarding claim 18, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement of claim 13 wherein each hinge is defined by between five and 
twelve scores (see Welch fig. 12). 

Regarding claim 19, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement of claim 13 wherein said board is a panel of one-piece, unitary 
and homogenous construction (see the combination set forth in the rejection 
of claim 1 , above). 

Regarding claim 20, Buchma in view of Welch discloses a binder 
arrangement comprising: i) a board of one-piece, unitary and homogenous 
construction that has a pair of hinges each defined by a plurality of pairs of 
scores formed in a surface of the board, wherein said scores of each hinge 
define a region of said board that is compressed to a thickness that is less 
than the surrounding thickness of said board with one of said hinges 
distinguishing said board into a first cover and a spine and the other one of 
said hinges distinguishing said board into a second cover and said spine, 
wherein said scores are formed distinctively from said spine, each of said first 
and second cover hingably carried a predetermined distance from a centerline 
of said spine and pivotable about a single axis into an opposed orientation 
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(see the combination set forth in the rejection of claim 1 , above); ii) a first 
binder permanently attached to one of the covers and extending parallel to 
said pair of hinges (see Buchma fig. 4); iii) a second binder permanently 
attached to the other one of said covers and extending parallel to said pair of 
hinges (see Buchma fig. 4); and iv) wherein one of the binders is spaced 
farther away from a centerline of said spine than the other one of said binders 
and wherein said centerline is located at the midpoint between a first and 
second side edge and wherein both of said first set of binders and said 
second set of binders is located closer to said centerline than to either of said 
first or second side edge (see Buchma fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 25, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder 
arrangement according to claim 1, wherein each of said binders includes a 
plurality of fastening mechanisms (see Buchma fig. 7), said binders are fixed 
substantially hermaphroditical with respect to each other (see Buchma fig. 7), 
and each said fastening mechanism on said binders is provided in a 
staggered position with relation to the opposite said fastening mechanism 
such that said fastening mechanism do not overlie each other when the binder 
arrangement is disposed in said closed position (see Buchma fig. 4). 
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3. Claims 6-9 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of U.S. Patent No. D364,640 to 
Zimbelman ("Zimbelman"). 

Regarding claim 6, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder arrangement of 
claim 1, but fails to disclose a hold down page. 

Zimbelman discloses a hold down page that is equipped with a releasable latch 
that releasably anchors the hold down page to one of said covers (see fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to: i) attach Zimbelman release latches to the side edges of each cover of 
the binder of Buchma in view of Welch; and ii) attach a Zimbelman hold down page and 
latch receiver to the binder located on each cover of Buchma in view of Welch, in order 
to retain the pages within each binder in a position adjacent to the covers, as explicitly 
taught by Zimbelman (see fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 7, Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of Zimbelman 
discloses the binder arrangement of claim 6 wherein said latch comprises a 
latch strap that is carded by one of the covers and the hold down page and a 
latch receiver that is carried by the other one of said covers and said hold 
down page (see the combination set forth in the rejection of claim 6, above). 

Regarding claim 8, Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of 
Zimbelman discloses the binder arrangement of claim 7 wherein one of said 
latch strap and latch receiver comprises a loop strip of a hook and loop 
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fastener and the other one of said latch strap and latch receiver comprises a 
hook strip of a hook and loop fastener (see Zimbelman fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 9, Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of 
Zimbelman discloses the binder arrangement of claim 8 wherein said latch 
strap comprises a strip of fabric to which one of said loop strip and hook strip 
is fixed and said latch receiver comprises the other one of said loop strip and 
hook strip fixed to said hold down page (see Zimbelman fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 21, Buchma in view of Welch, as modified by 
Zimbelman (in the manner set forth in the rejection of claim 6, above), 
discloses a binder arrangement comprising: i) a pair of covers each connected 
to a spine by each of said pair of covers pivotable about a single axis into an 
opposed orientation and hingably carried a predetermined distance from a 
centerline of said spine, wherein said centerline is located at the midpoint 
between a first and second side edge, a pair of hinges each defined by a 
plurality of pairs of scores formed in a surface of the board, wherein said 
scores of each hinge define a region of said board that is compressed to a 
thickness that is less than the surrounding thickness of said board wherein 
said pair of covers has a planar surface extending parallel to said hinge, each 
of said covers being provided on a plane and including an open position, 
wherein said plane is parallel to said planar surface and a closed position, 
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wherein said plane is substantially perpendicular to said planar surface (see 
the combination set forth in the rejection of claim 1, above); ii) a binder 
permanently attached to one of said covers and extending parallel to said 
hinge and wherein said binder is located closer to said centerline than to 
either of said first or second side edge (see Buchma fig. 7); iii) a hold down 
page carried by said binder (see the combination set forth in the rejection of 
claim 6, above); and iv) a hook and loop fastener hold down page latch 
arrangement that releasably secures said hold down page to a perimeter of 
one of said covers while being adjustable to accommodate varying degrees of 
binder storage volume (see the combination set forth in the rejection of claim 
6, above). 

4. Claims 10-12 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,079,528 to Moor ("Moor"). 

Regarding claim 10, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder arrangement 
of claim 1 , but fails to disclose a case that encompases the binder arrangement. 

Moor teaches a case that encompasses a binder arrangement that includes 
flexible sidewalls that each comprise a skirt (gusset 18) that extends along the side 
edges of each cover (see fig. 1 ) with one said skirt releasably attached to the other said 
skirts by a fastening arrangement (zipper 24) that is elastically anchored to said spine 
by a stretchable gather (expansion panel 42). 
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It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to attach lengths of the Moor gusset to the open sides of the binder 
arrangement of Buchma in view of Welch in order to retain items within the binder 
should they become loose, as explicitly taught by Moor (see col. 1 , lines 22-23). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of Moor 
discloses the binder arrangement of claim 10 wherein said case houses the 
binder arrangement, said fastening arrangement comprises a zipper, and said 
stretchable gather is attached at or adjacent one end to a bottom stop region 
of said zipper, and said stretchable gather is attached at or adjacent its other 
end to said spine (see the combination set forth in the rejection of claim 10). 

Regarding claim 12, Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of Moor 
discloses the binder arrangement of claim 1 1 wherein said stretchable gather is 
comprised of an elastomeric material that functions as a shock absorber 
during opening and closing of said zipper (note that item 42 is an "expansion 
panel"). 

Regarding claim 22, Buchma in view of Welch, as modified by Moor (in 
the manner set forth in the rejection of claim 10, above), discloses a binder 
arrangement comprising: i) a pair of covers each connected to a spine by a 
hinge, each of said pair of covers pivotable about a single axis into an 
opposed orientation and hingably carried a predetermined distance from a 
centerline of said spine, wherein said centerline is located at the midpoint 
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between a first and second side edge, and wherein said pair of covers and 
spine are defined by a board that includes a pair of spaced apart integrally 
formed hinges with each hinge being comprised of a plurality of pairs of 
scores formed in an interior surface of said board, wherein each score 
comprises a slit formed in the interior surface of said board that does not 
extend completely through said board, and wherein said scores of each hinge 
define a region of said board that is compressed to a thickness that is less 
than the surrounding thickness of said board (see the combination set forth in 
the rejection of claim 1 , above); ii) a binder permanently attached to one of 
said covers and wherein said binder is located closer to said centerline than to 
either of said first or second side edge (see Buchma fig. 4); iii) a case that 
includes a sidewall that extends between side edges of said covers that 
is releasably secured in a closed position by a zipper (see the combination set 
forth in the rejection of claim 10, above); and iv) a stretchable gather with a 
strain relief characteristics configured to allow extension or enlargement 
beyond the limits of the strain relief characteristics of adjacent parts thereof, to 
dampen the pulling stress of said zipper in an open position, said gather 
attaches one end of said zipper to said spine (see the combination set forth in 
the rejection of claim 10, above). 
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Regarding claim 23, Buchma in view of Welch, as modified by Moor (in 
the manner set forth in the rejection of claim 10, above), discloses a binder 
arrangement comprising: i) a pair of covers hingably carried by a spine, each 
of said pair of covers pivotable about a single axis into an opposed orientation 
and hingably carried a predetermined distance from a centerline of said spine, 
wherein said centerline is located at the midpoint between a first and second 
side edge, wherein said pair of covers and spine are defined by a board that 
includes a pair of spaced apart integrally formed hinges with each hinge being 
comprised of a plurality of pairs of scores formed in an interior surface of said 
board, wherein each score comprises a slit formed in the interior surface of 
said board that does not extend completely through said board, and wherein 
said scores of each hinge define a region of said board that is compressed to 
a thickness that is less than the surrounding thickness of said board (see the 
combination set forth in the rejection of claim 1 , above); ii) at least one binder 
permanently attached to one of said covers and wherein said at least one 
binder is located closer to said centerline than to either of said first or second 
side edge (see Buchma fig. 4); iii) a plurality of flexible sidewalls releasably 
joined by a zipper that has its zipper end stop resiliently anchored to said 
spine by an elastomeric connector having a strain relief characteristics that 
resumes its original shape when a deforming force is removed in contrast to 
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the strain relief characteristics of adjacent parts thereof, to dampen the pulling 
stress of said zipper (see the combination set forth in the rejection of claim 10, 
above). 

Regarding claim 24, Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of 
Moor discloses the case of claim 23 wherein said elastomeric connector 
comprises a piece of elastic fabric (note that item 42 is an "expansion panel"). 
5. Claims 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,332,327 to Gillum 
("Gillum"). 

Regarding claim 26, Buchma in view of Welch discloses the binder arrangement 
according to claim 25, but fails to disclose a paper straightening structure. 

Gillum teaches a paper straightening structure (right arm 46) when a binder 
arrangement is in its closed position (see figs. 1 and 3). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to replace the rings of Buchma in view of Welch with the Gillum rings, in 
order to provide a means by which to load papers requiring strictly vertically downward 
movement, as explicitly taught by Gillum (see col. 3, lines 30-31). 

Regarding claim 27, Buchma in view of Welch and further in view of Gillum 
discloses the binder arrangement of claim 26, wherein said paper straightening 
structure is a linear portion of a D-shape ring (see Gillum figs. 1 , 3 and 4). 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12,1 4-1 5 and 1 8-27 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JUSTIN V. LEWIS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5052. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dana Ross can be reached on (571) 272-4480. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Dana Ross/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3725 
/JVL/ 



